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¶ This is in contrast to Hispanic respondents, whose combined support for paying 
college athletes is a close second at 71%. In third are white respondents, more than 
half (58%) of whom support paying athletes overall.  

 
At 68%, Americans broadly support college athletes profiting from their name, image and 
likeness in opportunities such as merchandise or video games. In contrast, 16% of 
respondents said college athletes should not be compensated for the use of their NIL and 
15% had no opinion.  

 
In contrast to the political breakdown of support for college athletes being paid for their 
performance, a majority of Americans of all political parties support NIL rights. However, 
within each political party, a large gap exists between those support NIL rights and those 
who do not. 

¶ Democrats: 79% for to 10% against 

¶ Independents: 59% for to 20% against 

¶ Republicans: 62% for to 22% against 
 

People who hold a four-year college degree are also more supportive of payment for NIL 
than people without: 73% for vs. 18% against. Two-thirds of respondents (66%) without a 
four-year college degree said college athletes should be paid for NIL use while 16% said that 
they should not.  

 
2. As March Madness begins, support for college basketball registered among 
respondents at 16%  

 
“You wouldn’t know it from the energy around March Madness, but comparatively few 
Americans are fans of college basketball,” said Cluverius. “While ratings for tournament 
games are high, people j wouldn’t ǵ᠀’t 
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