History behind the 1830 School Board Decision
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“miserable hovels” on a section of land near the mill district. Initially the group was made up
phb enkbedisaald esbthyer diadyalb -
kamfabsadh -business owners. The Yankees tried to maintain a “leave them
alone” policy, which resulted in haphazard growth of the Irish neighborhood and the forging of
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asqm elw  -immigrated Irish families were not sending their children to the town’s schools

d bbb Ace. Aapesh run by the priest of St. Patrick’s Church, eshia
rented room, existed in the Acre, and parents made weekly contributions that paid the teacher’s
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of the parents,” the school was discontinued.' PestarCab ciipadseced
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by ’s school committee © ted to “establish a school district for the Irish children” in the
Ace , api$50 fdpab Th figar they voted again that the *“sch
district would receive fifty dollars ... [and] that such Irish families not living in the above
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to send [their children] to the school [should] be considered as belonging to that district.” This
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Lowell school committee member recalled his visit to the Acre school in 1830 writing, “...we
foh shratme 6 6 [ b ] capddad alash

ct He atierpach nd spelling with the prayers of the Catholic Church.”' Th
however wasn’t the norm. In the early years of the school, many Irish parents were concerned
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send their children to school. In 1836, the town reached an agreement with St. Patrick’s Church
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“These schools have now been in operation more than half a year, and your Committee have the
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of our other schools.”



Asadra gfas - rowing community, Lowell’s founders were concerned with
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TIHC’s Town Meeting Activity
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peekpedidialeen . Tweads never hosted a “town
meeting” to discuss the issue of providing public funds for a stfdkHNA B -
che town’s school committee made the recommendation to fund the school, and the
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various points of view that Irish and Yankee residents may have had on the issue. The four “town
fathers” that lead off the town meeting discussion were real people, but not alsedia
stbad
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